
Vietnam War 
 

It all started in 1961, when Vice President Johnson returned to the United States 
from a visit to Southeast Asia and gave a report to Kennedy on his trip. He stated 
that the US must either help the 
countries of Southeast Asia or pull 
back its defenses to San Francisco. 
Kennedy then had a meeting with 
President Diem of South Vietnam 
and decided to increase the 
number of American advisors in 
Vietnam from 340 to 805. 

In 1962 the first US helicopters 
arrived. More troops came and 
there was a Laos agreement 
signed. Special planes sprayed 
herbicide that killed over half of the crops. That reduced easy hiding in the brush 
next to the roads. The US also decided to attack with choppers after two of their 
own are shot down. 

In 1963 South Vietnam attacked Buddhist temples and towns. The people then 
decided to overthrow President Diem in hopes that their country would be 
stronger. There were then 16,500 US service men in Vietnam. 

In 1964 500 vietcongs attacked three strategic hamlets. They lost to the South 
Vietnam troops. They then ended up 100 men short. 

In 1965, there was a six day battle with the ARVN. They lost 200 men and over 
300 were wounded. Five Americans were dead and three were declared missing. 
On February 7, Vietcong troops attacked a helicopter base at Camp Halloway. The 
troops killed 8 Americans and wounded over 100. 49 US Navy Jets then went and 
attacked North Vietnam. US troops began to arrive and the first air raid occurred. 

In 1966 a US base was wiped out by the cong troops. The first air raid with the B-
52's hit in North Vietnam. This was also the most air raids ever sent. 

 



My dad, Dennis Radle, was involved in the Vietnam war. He was in the army from 
April of 1964 to April of 1967. He was 
stationed at the Loring Air 

Force Base in Carabou, Maine, where 
he was stationed as a Nike/Hercules 
Missile Battalion for the United States 
Army. His rank was a Sergeant. He 
was in charge of surface to 
air/surface to surface missiles. His 
special job was a Radar Technician. 
He maintained and kept his part of 
the radar unit in perfect functioning 
condition at all times. He was part of 
a crew of 19 that kept the radar 
functioning to track incoming planes 
and missiles. His goal was to protect 
SAC (Strategic Air Command) Air 
Force Bases, where the B-52 Bombers 
were stationed. 

For training he would lock onto incoming aircraft in the aspect of shooting them 
out of the air. There were two different divisions, the ones that pushed the 
button to fire the missiles( where my dad was), and the one that kept the missiles 
in perfect firing condition. My dad used to practice tracking the US's own B-52's, 
and then he would fake shooting them down. 

During the nights when they ran 24 hour training, they would see things on the 
radar that would fly across it at amazing speeds. The radar screen shows a 500 
mile perimeter. The line that circled around it (the line sweep) would make a full 
sweep every 3 seconds. This unidentified flying object would blip across the whole 
screen in 3 sweeps. That's 500 miles in 9 seconds, which is 200,000 miles per 
hour!!! They would then try to track the UFOs, but could never catch up with 
them. 

This page was done by Chance Radle 

March of 1999 

This information for this page was received from Dennis Radle 



 


